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▪ The table on the right indicates the
impact on direct costs for waste blasts
when the pattern is expanded by 5%
and 171mm Varistem® blast stemming
plugs are used at this iron ore mine.

▪ The table excludes the additional
savings on labour and equipment costs,
and only focuses on explosives, drilling
and accessory costs.

▪ The overall direct saving is
$ 1.94M per annum.

▪ Factoring in the additional cost of the
Varistem® blast stemming plugs of
$ 0.5M per annum, the nett saving that
realised from this pattern spread is
$ 1.45M per annum.

Note that the costs were originally in South African rand
(R). We used a USDZAR rate of 14.5 to express the
calculation in US Dollars.
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